122                            TOBIAS  SMOLLETT
who first carried my aunt and sister to the Tabernacle,
whither he attended them, and had his devotion kindled
by Mr. W------'s1 preaching;   that he was confirmed
in this new way by the preacher's sermons, which he
had bought and studied with great attention; that his
discourse and prayers had brought over Mrs. Jenkins
and the housemaid to the same way of thinking; but
as for Mr. Barton, he had never seen him at service
before this day, when he came in company with lady
Griskin. Humphry, moreover, owned that he had been
encouraged to mount the rostrum by the example and
success of a weaver, who was much followed as a power-
ful minister; that on his first trial he found himself
under such strong impulsions as made him believe he
was certainly moved by the spirit; and that he had
assisted in lady Griskin's, and several private houses,
at exercises of devotion.
Mr. Bramble was no sooner informed that her lady-
ship had acted as the primum mobile 2 of this con-
federacy than he concluded she had only made use of
Clinker as a tool, subservient to the execution of some
design, to the true secret of which he was an utter
stranger. He observed that her ladyship's brain was
a perfect mill for projects; and that she and Tabby
had certainly engaged in some secret treaty, the nature
of which he could not comprehend. I told him I thought
it was no difficult matter to perceive the drift of Mrs.
Tabitha, which was to ensnare the heart of Barton,
and that in all likelihood my lady Griskin acted as her
auxiliary; that this supposition would account for their
1 Whitefield,      2 Prime mover,   *